
 

 

MINUTES OF THE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 9TH JUNE 2026 

Present: 

• Cllrs Moyle, Whibley and Mason 
• Mr Viv Bidgood on behalf of Cornwall Council Highways 
• Local residents Matt Robinson, Hannah and Gregory Bennett 

 

The meeting focused around potential solutions to the ongoing situation of the SID.  

The council’s view is that there is an identified tra ic safety risk on Sampys Hill and if 
the SID were to be relocated or switched o  there must be mitigations put in place as 
the risk has not been su iciently dealt with.  

With regards to the council’s position within the dispute, Mr Bidgood made it clear that 
the council assess location only, it is the parish’s sign to manage and therefore they are 
ultimately in charge of it.  

Two potential sites to relocate the SID were discussed- Option A being a few metres 
back from the current location- which has been rejected by neighboring properties.  

Mr Bidgood suggested, as has been done previously, relocating the SID down into the 
village on the green opposite the shop on the corner to Carlidnack Road- Option B.  

Mr Bidgood explained that, having discussed the SID with colleagues at the Road Safety 
Team, the view is that it is located too close to the speed limit. The council currently 
cannot take the data and give it to the Road Safety Team and consider that to be valid 
data because it's activating outside of the speed limit signs. Moving it into the village 
would be supported as a location from which to take data that would then be 
considered for enforcement by the police and the Road Safety Teams.  

Mr Bidgood then confirmed that the Road Safety Team are prepared to match fund the 
costs of relocating the SID to a di erent location that works within the guidance.  

Cllrs and members of the public raised extending the 20 mph zone further back outside 
the village towards Boskensoe junction because it is a dangerous turning onto the main 
road and cars on the main road aren’t aware its there as they approach it from the blind 
bend. Tra ic has been recorded at 40-60mph coming into the village plus there is a 
PROW that exits onto the road opposite this junction. Questions were asked as to why 
the 20mph wasn’t placed where the original 30mph speed change was (further out of 
the village before Boskensoe junction).  Mr Bidgood stated that Cornwall Council never 
moved the speed limit out of the village, the previous 30mph speed signs were put up by 
the developer for Lowenna Fields without permission. To back this up the old 30mph 
marking on the road is still just about visible- much closer to the existing 20mph zone- 
which supports Mr Bidgood’s argument. He does not believe that it is possible within 



 

 

the National Guidance from DfT to move the 20 mph zone further out of the village. 
However if there was new development this would be reviewed and likely to change (this 
would have to be developer led and funded by applying to change the tra ic order).  

There was a brief discussion about the history of the Lowenna Fields site and the 
pavement that was planned but never built with the development. Cllrs expressed clear 
frustration at the Council and State for the situation. 

Discussions then turned to what other mitigations could be placed at the top of Sampys 
Hill, in replacement of the SID, if it were to be moved into the village. Options include 
markings and signage; roundels (repainting what is there), gateways, dragon teeth, 
horizontal lines, raised lines and rumble strips. There is the option of putting some of 
these nearer Boskensoe junction to try and help address safety issues at this location.  

Mr Bidgood pointed out that Rumble strips can’t be put within 50 metres of a house as 
there is an audible sound when cars cross the raised section. This could mean they go 
closer to or the other side of Boskensoe junction. Mr Bidgood questioned if this was too 
far away from the 20mph zone starting but all options or combinations of options can be 
looked at (budget depending).   

There was a suggestion of putting a slow down sign on the already existing (but bent and 
not that visible so needs repairing) warning sign about the upcoming Boskensoe 
junction on the blind bend as cars come into the village.  

Cllrs and public note two accidents that have happened on or near this bend in the last 
12 months which resulted in up turned vehicles.  

Cllr Thomason Kenyon recounted some research she’d done recently at three di erent 
locations around Cornwall where the speed limit reduced to 20 or 30mph. She observed 
that just having a speed limit sign had no e ect on the speed of drivers. Gateways had a 
‘somewhat’ e ect and a few cars slowed down. The most e ective location which 
resulted in every car slowing down was a combination of gateways and a speed camera 
sign attached to it. 

The clerk enquired whether ‘fake’ speed signs were able to be erected. Mr Bidgood 
replied they are a police matter so although Highways put them up, permission would 
need to be sought from the police, and signs are normally only erected where there is 
active enforcement. 

There was concern from Cllrs that moving the SID negates the reason for buying it as the 
main safety concerns which led to the SID being installed were specific to tra ic speed 
on Sampys Hill; pedestrians- children walking to and from the village and the location of 
the Memorial Hall which is a very busy community building with parishioners of all ages 
and mobilities coming to and from regularly. So the reason for the SID was to slow tra ic 



 

 

down before the hill and relocating it to the village would make it less visible to incoming 
tra ic and not have the same impact on speeds it has in it’s current location.  

There would need to be a consultation with residents about moving the SID along with a 
consultation with any properties that could be e ected by its new location. Relocation 
or switching the SID o  with or without mitigations being put in place first would need to 
be voted on by the parish council and if an identified risk has not been mitigated the 
council are likely to vote against reducing road safety measures until it has.  

The clerk stated she would need to speak to the manufacturer about the potential new 
SID location and do some investigations as to whether it’s a viable site. Any gradient 
over 5% requires the Parish Council to contact the manufacturer to talk through the 
specifics of the location.  

The discussion turned to what having enforceable data actually meant. It enables the 
Parish Council to submit on a monthly basis to the Road Safety Team. They will discuss 
that with the Vision Zero road safety team- a partnership between Cornwall Council and 
Devon and Cornwall Police. That opens up a raft of potential resolutions, funding, and 
other things that could be considered for the village that we wouldn't have access to in 
its current position.  

Cllr Thomason Kenyon mentioned that she was working in another parish in her division 
where the data has resulted in speed watch police with the speed guns out. 

The clerk highlighted that there is still the pavement issue to be considered which would 
negate the need for multiple tra ic calming measures at the top of the hill. The parish 
council are still petitioning the council for one to be built. If successful in being assigned 
funding for the pavement from the Local Transport Plan budget the work wouldn’t be 
complete until 2028/29- so a number of years away. However the process of public 
consultation on the pavement and making sure the project was viable and undertaken 
with community approval, would start in 2027. 

There was also a suggestion of tra ic calming measures at the other end of the village 
past the school. With the school crossing hopefully being improved it this year it would 
help to have gates along with the speed change signs at both ends of the village.  

When discussing how to proceed and what could be actioned at next weeks Parish 
Council’s meeting it was decided to vote on exploring the relocation of the SID.  

Mr and Mrs Bennett expressed their concern over the time it is taking to resolve the 
situation. 

Mr Bidgood and Cllr Thomason Kenyon will explore timescales, mitigation options and 
look at budgets- as any new signage or road markings would need to be met by Cornwall 
Council.  


