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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2026 

MINUTES 

1. TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Martin Ley and Cricket Club members- meeting clashed with a rescheduled cricket 
match.  

2. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COMMUNITY 

Please find speeches at end of these minutes 

1. Friends of Meudon Woods (PRESENT)
a. See presentation at end of minutes by Nick Penn. 

2. Mawnan FC (PRESENT).
a. Mawnan FC had a big boost at the start of the season when we acquired a new

Storage Container thanks to grant money awarded by the Parish Council and the 
Football Foundation. The playing season was badly affected by the extreme 
winter weather with frequent postponements. However, the First Team had an 
excellent season finishing runners up in St Piran’s League Division One West and 
the Reserves achieving a very creditable 6th place in Division Two. 

3. Helford Marine Conservation (NOT PRESENT)
a. Cllr Stabbins spoke briefly in the absence of HMC representatives. She focused 

on the Voices of Water campaign along with other work the HMC has been 
doing in the past year.

4. The Anvil Trust (PRESENT).
a. See report at end of minutes by David Morgan.

5. Mawnan Community Garden (PRESENT).
a. See report at end of minutes read by Anne Marie.

6. Mawnan Emergency Group (PRESENT).
a. Paul Glover spoke and the group thanked the Parish Council for the £400 grant

towards meeting room hire and promotional printing etc. The group have a
Facebook page with a QR code enabling people to sign up. They are in need of
more volunteers to be local coordinators in an emergency. The biggest
achievement so far is arranging and running a Defib and CPR day in the
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Memorial hall which has resulted in 40 people in the village now being qualified 
to use the defib and perform CPR.  

7. Mawnan Snooker Club (PRESENT). 
a. Roger Weeks spoke briefly, thanking the Parish Council for the grant in the 

previous year which went towards a ball cleaning machine and a new table 
cover. The snooker club is going strong and has around 35 members.  

8. Friends of Abbeyfield (PRESENT) 
a. See report at end of minutes by Margaret Lugg.  

9. Mawnan First Responders (PRESENT). 
a. See report at end of minutes by Jo Parsons.  

10. Mawnan Table Tennis Club (NOT PRESENT) 
a. See report at end of minutes. 

11. One Bag Beach Clean (NOT PRESENT) 
a. See report at end of minutes by Carol Hurst. 

12. Mawnan Methodists (PRESENT) 
a. See report at end of minutes by Margaret Lugg.  

13. Mawnan WI (NOT PRESENT) 
a. See report at end of minutes by Gil Druce. 

14. Mawnan Cricket Club (NOT PRESENT) 
a. See report at end of minutes by Martin Ley. 

15. Helford Scout Group (NOT PRESENT) 
a. See report at end of minutes by Erica Veale. 

16. League of Friends of Falmouth Hospital (NOT PRESENT) 
a. See report at end of minutes.  

 
 
3. TO DISCUSS PRIORITIES FROM THE COMMUNITY FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR 
 
The main call for the following year was for more first responders in the village. Clerk agreed 
to put the call out in the next mailing list.  
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Friends of Meudon Woods presentation by Nick Penn. 
a. Please visit https://www.meudonwoods.co.uk/ for more information 
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The Anvil Trust (PRESENT). 
 

Introduction 
 
As most will know, The Mawnan Anvil Trust is a charity that was formed in the early 2000s to 
purchase and restore the dilapidated smithy. 
 
After five years of fund-raising, site clearing and building, the smithy (a Grade 11 listed 
building) was, by 2007, a working forge once again. 
 
Three adjacent work units were also created, forming the small complex known as  
‘The Old Smithy Workshops’. 
 
2025 / 6 HIGHLIGHTS 
 
The Craft Workers 
Craft workers move on from time to time, with a temporarily empty Workshop depriving us of 
income but the Trust is happy to report that all four Workshops are fully occupied. 
 
Workshop 1 – Jim Head, wood sculptor left in August last year being replaced in October  by 
Rae Weaver, a traditional weaver. 
 
Workshop 2 – Abigail Brown, silversmith continues her long-standing tenancy. 
 
Workshop 3 – Sheila McCann-Downes, sign-writer has been in place for a similar period as 
Abigail. 
 
The Smithy – blacksmith Jeremy Cash left in August last year. Blacksmiths are hard to find but 
thankfully, a recently qualified young blacksmith, David Coates, took on the tenancy in January 
this year and has settled in very well. 
 
If you have not visited the Workshops recently, please do so….take the children / 
grandchildren. 
 
Maintenance / Improvements / Replacements 
Since last May’s Report, the Trust has: 
 
- refurbished the block paved courtyard     £729 
- replaced nearly all of the old, failing Christmas light strings:  £315 
- printed a new Leaflet, courtyard Poster and replaced the torn Banner £442 
- replaced the defunct external sign light:     £274 
- replaced essential forge equipment inc.  a blower, water tank, 
   the motor for the belt drive and various electrical control units  £1,141 
- replaced two rotting wooden planters with galvanised steel troughs £ 216 
 
Total Cost of above works:       £3,117 
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The Trustees (all volunteers) carry out as much ongoing maintenance work as possible 
themselves, but engage specialist services e.g. qualified electricians when necessary. 
 
Works due  
A mandatory periodic Electrical Inspection is due. 
Quotes are being obtained. Estimated cost circa £900. 
 
Fundraising 
An Open Day was held at the Workshops on 14th January, primarily to promote the arrival of 
the new blacksmith and for the benefit of the other craftworkers. 
 A good number of visitors were attracted however, there was no income for the Trust. 
 
Owing to the damage caused by Storm Goretti , the usual annual ‘Penwarne Garden Open 
Day’ event, could not go ahead this Spring, thereby depriving us of  expected income of 
around £1,000.  Furthermore, the property is on the market, so this may no longer be a fund –
raising opportunity in the future. 
 
Parish Council Grant 
The Trust is very grateful for the Parish Council Grant of £250 received in July last year towards 
the cost of the Courtyard Refurbishment. Other than the cost of the periodic Electrical 
Inspection already mentioned, an annual Fire Equipment inspection cost circa £400 and the 
inevitable annual insurance cost circa £2,000, also due in September, no further significant 
expenses are expected in the remainder of this year. Therefore, the Trust is not likely to seek a 
grant from the Parish Council in the short term. 
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Mawnan First Responders (PRESENT). 
 
The Mawnan Community First Responder group has been going for over 20 years now and I 
was one of the original group of 5 or 6 volunteers.  At one time we had at least 8 members 
and were able to provide cover most of the time. Sadly, we are now down to Mark and I, who 
work as a pair and have many other commitments, meaning that the level of cover for our 
community is not what it should be.  
 
Responders support the ambulance service and can be asked to respond to certain 999 calls.  
The nearest available ambulance is always mobilised but, due to our village location, this may 
not arrive at the patient as quickly as someone living in or close to the village.  This is 
particularly important in the case of a stroke, heart attack or cardiac arrest where time really is 
vital to ensure the best possible outcome.   We have found that just having someone in a 
uniform turn up and take control helps the family and patient enormously. Volunteers 
undergo full training and, once qualified, still have training meetings with other local groups 
every other month. The next full training sessions are being run towards the end of this year 
and, if we can find some local people willing to be on call for a total of at least 6 hours a week, 
this would make a massive difference to our group.  If anyone would like to consider 
becoming a CFR they are very welcome to contact me directly and we can have an informal 
chat about what we do. 
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One Bag Beach Clean (NOT PRESENT) 
 
One Bag Beach Clean is a local community beach clean group set up in 2018 by Carol Hurst 
 
We regularly clean our local beaches Maenporth, Durgan, Grebe and Helford Passage, we also 
run a Halloween beach clean at Poldhu  
We don’t just clean the beaches however, we also clean the surrounding lanes, coast path and 
car parks! 
 
Since 2018 we have had 1648 volunteers attend our clean ups and removed 1194.6 kg, that's 
over 1 tonne of rubbish from our local environment  
 
One of our big issues is the number of bags of dog poo that people just leave on a path, hung 
in a hedge or a tree or hidden behind a bush! These bags DO NOT decompose unless they are 
in an Industrial composter. 
Last year we picked up 122 bags of dog poo!! 
Please please, dispose if your dog poo in the bins provided. It isn’t good for the environment, 
it isn’t good for wildlife, it's a danger to human health and it isn’t a nice job for us to keep 
picking it up. 
 
We have also found some very interesting things- 
 
A 1978 vintage Matchbox locomotive train at Durgan 
A 1982 Golden Wonder Crisp bag found buried at Helford Passage  
A gold wedding ring (we managed to reunite with its very grateful owner) at Maenpoth  
 
I would like to say a big thank to Mawnan PC for their ongoing support  
 
Please come along and join one of our events, meet like minded people, get out in the fresh 
air, have some gentle exercise and do something good for the planet 
 
All our events are on our Face Book  -  One Bag Beach Clean 
Also on Instagram @onebagbeachclean 
 
Remember, always take your rubbish home with you! 
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Helford Scout Group (NOT PRESENT) 
 
We currently have around 50 young people Scouting with us on a regular basis, in our Cub 
and Scout section. Unfortunately we are unable to currently offer the youngest section, 
Beavers, due to not being able to find any extra volunteers to help run it; if anyone knows of 
someone who might enjoy spending an hour a week with 5-8 year olds, let us know! 
 
The rest of the group have had a varied and exciting year, with several camps and weekly 
events covering tasks such as knot work, gardening (Peas are sprouting well), navigation 
(which was well used on our first district night hike camp, plus the recent Coast to Coast 
camp, which was an epic 36 mile walk from Mevagissey to Porthtowan), and electronics 
(successfully making and racing electric mini vehicles made from recycling). 
 
We are back on the water this term, in Canadian canoes and Kayaks, and this weekend are 
setting off on a Canoe expedition from Loe Beach to a camp site at St Clements. 
 
The grant from Mawnan Parish Council enables us to subsidise many of these camps for those 
who would otherwise not be able to afford to attend, ensuring that we can continue to make 
sure finances are not a barrier to Scouting. For that, we are very thankful. 
 
 
 
 
League of Friends of Falmouth Hospital (NOT PRESENT) 
 
On behalf of all the patients and staff at Boscawen Ward, Falmouth Hospital, I would like to 
express our heartfelt thanks for your generosity in providing the new aerials.  
Thanks to your support, our patients can now enjoy the television with a much clearer and 
reliable signal. For many, watching TV offers not only entertainment but also comfort, 
company, and a valuable connection to the outside world during their stay in hospital. This 
improvement has already brought smiles and lifted spirits across the ward.  
Your kindness has made a genuine difference to the day-to-day lives of those in our care, and 
we are truly grateful for your thoughtfulness and support.  
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