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Councillor Report – April 2026 

 

Cllr. Anna Thomason-Kenyon 
Cornwall Council  
Division: Constantine, Mabe & Mawnan 
 

 
 Introduction 
It is always a pleasure to join parish council meetings when I am able. Unfortunately, 
some recent parish meetings have coincided with mandatory Cornwall Council 
meetings and other duties associated with my role as Cornwall councillor for the 
three parishes of Mabe, Constantine and Mawnan. 

I have recently set up a Cornwall councillor Facebook page, where I will be publishing 
my full Parish Council reports for residents who wish to read them in full. 

Planning in Principle (PIP) – clarification 
 
Following the recent display of a Planning in Principle (PIP) site notice in Mawnan, I 
am aware that this caused understandable concern for some residents, particularly 
given the sensitive location of the site. 
 
To reassure residents, a Planning in Principle is only an early and high-level stage in 
the planning process, considering whether a site may be acceptable in principle only.  
No detailed assessment takes place at this stage.  
 
More detailed matters will only go on to be assessed if a further, separate application 
is made at a later stage.  
 
I will continue to share clear explanations and updates through my Facebook page 
so residents have access to accurate and up-to-date information in one place. 
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Local Council Updates  Cornwall Council Meetings  
During April, I attended a number of scheduled council meetings, including 
Corporate Finance & Performance, the West Sub-Area Planning Committee, and the 
Miscellaneous Licensing Committee, to represent local interests, contribute to 
decision-making, and maintain oversight of financial, planning, and regulatory 
matters affecting our communities. I will also be attending the Full Council meeting 
on 21 April. 
 

Cost of Living Support – Heating Oil Scheme 
 
I have shared information with residents via the parish Facebook page about 
Cornwall Council’s Cost of Living Support Scheme relating to heating oil, to ensure 
local households who may need assistance are aware of the support available.  
 
Support remains available for households who are off the mains gas grid through the 
Crisis and Resilience Fund Energy Support Scheme. Further information and  
 
applications can be found at: 
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/housing-benefit/crisis-and-
resilience-fund-energy-support-scheme Highways Update – Cabinet Member Briefing 
The Portfolio Holder for Transport has reported that, thanks to the excellent work of 
the teams at Cormac and improving weather conditions, the number of live road 
defects across Cornwall has fallen from 5,296 to 3,987 over the past four weeks. This 
improvement has enabled more durable, long-term repairs to be carried out, 
including the use of Elastomac, a hard-wearing material that helps reduce recurring 
potholes. While further work is still needed, this progress is encouraging.  As we 
move into the spring now we are seeing fewer defects appearing, and we are able to 
not only undertake more repairs, but are also able to carry out long-term fixes, which 
is beginning to make a real impact on those numbers. 
 
An update on the highway works at Ponjeravah, Constantine: the cause of 
long-standing water damage was identified and repaired, new permanent drainage 
has been installed, and the road has now been fully reinstated to provide a 
long-term solution. Given the level of disruption and complexity of the works, I 
provided regular updates to residents to ensure accurate information was shared 
throughout the process.  
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Community News – Project Updates 
 
I was very pleased to be invited to attend the official opening of the newly 
refurbished kitchen at Mawnan Memorial Hall, following the successful completion of 
the works.  
 
I understand how significant an improvement this will be for the ongoing use of the 
Hall by the community, particularly for the many events and activities that take place 
there. This work has been made possible through the hard work of the Hall 
Committee and volunteers, with support from local funding including my Community 
Chest allocation.  
 
I look forward to joining the Chair and team at the opening and would like to thank 
everyone involved in delivering this improvement for the community. 
 

Casework & Residents Issues 
During April, the main themes raised by residents included: 

• Responding to resident concerns regarding a recent Planning in Principle (PIP) 
application, providing clarification and reassurance 

• Supporting residents with tree-related concerns, including making enquiries where 
further checks are required and matters remain ongoing 

• Assisting a resident with concerns about planning compliance, including arranging 
an enforcement officer visit to provide reassurance 

• Liaising with Cornwall Council planning and enforcement officers to support 
residents and ensure appropriate processes are followed 

Community Area Partnership (CAP) Update 
Through my role as Vice Chair of the Falmouth and Penryn Community Area 
Partnership (CAP), officers are currently working to build a clearer picture of youth 
provision across the CAP area. 

It has been recognised that a range of youth activities and support already exist 
locally, but that this provision is not currently mapped in one place. Parish councils 
hold valuable local knowledge, and I will therefore be gathering information on 
existing youth provision within Mawnan to feed back into this wider 
evidence-gathering work. 
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The purpose of this is to recognise and understand what is already in place, help 
avoid duplication, and ensure future discussions at CAP are informed by local reality 
rather than assumptions. 

I will share any relevant updates with the Parish Council as this work progresses. 

Current & Future Priorities  
 
My focus for the coming month includes:  

• Continuing to press for improved highways maintenance and repair performance 
locally 
• Supporting residents with cost of living concerns 
• Providing support and clarification for residents on planning matters, helping 
people understand planning processes 
• Supporting individual residents with complex and sensitive casework, including 
liaison with Cornwall Council services where appropriate 
• Supporting community groups and organisations, including signposting to funding 
opportunities 
• Exploring local priorities and potential funding opportunities into the new financial 
year 
• Ensuring effective representation and follow-up across Mawnan, Constantine and 
Mabe 

Message to Residents  
 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me this month about local issues.  Your 
feedback helps ensure Cornwall Council remains accountable and responsive to 
rural communities like ours.  Please do continue to share any concerns or ideas.  

Useful Links 
• Cornwall Council Planning Portal 
• Roads and Transport Information 
• Waste and Recycling Services 

Contact Details 
If you’d like to get in touch, please contact me at cllr.anna.thomason-
kenyon@cornwall.gov.uk or by phone on 01872 322222 (say my name). 
 

 
 



 

Information Classification: PUBLIC 

 

 

My Representation - Public Realm Weed Treatment 
Update 
On 21 April 2026, I spoke in the main chamber in support of a motion calling for a 
pause and review of the re-introduction of glyphosate weedkiller in public spaces. 

Below is the full representation I prepared, setting out why proper consultation and a 
fairer approach matter. 
While I was unable to deliver it in full due to the three-minute time limit, the majority 
of these points were made. 

Chair, 

This motion goes to the heart of how we make decisions in Cornwall — 
and whether we bring our communities with us when we do so. 

I support it, and I do so with conviction. 

Because this is not simply about weeds on our streets. 

It is about trust, about public health, 
and about whether we, as a Council, remain consistent with the commitments we 
have made to our residents and to our environment. 
 

The proposal to reintroduce glyphosate is, as the motion sets out, 
a significant policy reversal — 
one with real ecological, health, and democratic implications. 
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Over the past decade, Cornwall has taken pride in leading the way on environmental 
responsibility. 

We have declared climate and ecological emergencies. 
We have adopted a Nature Recovery Strategy. 
We have supported pollinators. 
And we have reduced chemical use across our public spaces. 

This decision risks undermining that progress. 

Now, I want to be clear. 
This motion is not about neglecting the public realm. 

Clean, safe, and well-maintained streets are a core part of our responsibility as a 
Council — 
and this is an issue that residents regularly raise through casework, correspondence, 
and local meetings. 

The question before us is not whether we manage weeds — 
but how we do so. 

Because this is also about people. 

It is about what we are prepared to apply in the places 
where children play, 
where families walk, 
and where pets live their daily lives. 

The evidence presented raises serious concerns: 

• about potential links to serious health conditions 
• about impacts on biodiversity and waterways 
• and, critically, about whether this approach actually solves the problem at all 

Because killing weeds chemically does not address the underlying build-up of soil 
and debris. 

Without tackling that root cause, we risk locking ourselves into a cycle of repeated 
chemical use, 
rather than delivering a sustainable, long-term solution. 

There is also a fundamental issue of process and fairness. 
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Town and parish councils — the bodies closest to our communities — 
have been given just three weeks to respond to complex opt-out arrangements, 
over a holiday period. 

That is not meaningful consultation. 
And it is not partnership working. 

Even more concerning is the financial structure of the opt-out scheme. 

As it currently stands, councils that choose — often on clear democratic mandates — 
to avoid glyphosate face financial penalties and the loss of wider improvement 
works. 

That creates a situation where doing what a council believes is right for its 
community comes at a cost. 

That cannot be right. 

This motion does not demand an immediate or permanent ban. 

It asks for something far more reasonable: 

• to pause 
• to consult properly 
• to review the financial fairness of the scheme 
• and to provide clarity for town and parish councils 

In short, it asks us to step back and get this right. 

Chair, 

Good decision-making is not about rushing ahead. 
 

It is about listening, reflecting, and acting in the long-term interests of our 
residents. 

So let us pause. 

Let us listen. 

And let us make a decision we can stand behind — 
not just today, 
but in the years to come.     Thank you. 
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