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County Councillor Report – Anna Thomason-Kenyon 

Division: Mabe, Mawnan & Constantine 
Date of Report: 17th February 2026 
Parish Council: Mawnan 
Reporting Period: 20th January 2026 to 17th February 2026 

County Councillor Statement – Mabe, Mawnan & Constantine 
Division 

Chair, Councillors, and Residents, 

Over the past months I have been working hard behind the scenes across Mabe, 
Mawnan and Constantine on a wide variety of issues raised by residents. This has 
included progressing multiple Highways matters — from supporting Mawnan’s 
school-crossing CHIP submission and exploring village-gateway and speed-reduction 
options with Highways officers, to helping residents resolve footpath and access 
concerns in both Mabe and Constantine. I have secured clarity and action on several 
complex planning issues, including TPO queries, urgent tree-removal and safety 
cases, and the Mabe Open Space highways-safety dispute, ensuring the right officers 
engaged with the parish to move matters forward. 

I have also supported residents by coordinating responses to policing incidents in 
Mabe, following up concerns about developer activity and S278 works affecting 
Coronation Cottages, and assisting with funding requests such as Community Chest 
support for local groups including Gleaning Cornwall. Alongside this, I continue to 
produce detailed parish reports, attend parish meetings, and carry out heritage and 
policy research to strengthen the community’s position in planning matters. 
Although much of this work happens quietly in the background, it remains focused 
on securing meaningful resolutions and strong, consistent representation for 
residents across my whole division. 

 

Update on Cornwall Council Vote: Trial by Jury Motion 

At our last Full Council meeting, I voted in favour of Cllr Kevin Towill’s motion to 
protect the principle of trial by jury — a motion that all four members of our CING 
group stood behind with conviction. In the weeks leading up to the meeting, 
residents shared with me concerns about the erosion of long-standing legal 
safeguards, worries about losing fairness and transparency in the justice system, and 
fears that vulnerable people could be left with fewer protections. Many also 
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expressed unease about reforms being driven by efficiency rather than justice, urging 
us to defend the safeguards that uphold public trust. 

None of us in the chamber that day could have known it would be the last time we 
would sit together at full council and that it would be the final time we would see 
Kevin. His dedication to this cause, and to his community, is now part of his lasting 
legacy. 

 

Community Highways Improvement Programme (CHIP) – 
Update 

I’d like to provide a brief update on the Community Highways Improvement 
Programme (CHIP). 

I fully support — and am aware that the Parish Council has submitted — an 
Expression of Interest for improvements to the school crossing, backed by survey 
data and VAS speed information. I also want to be absolutely clear that I have not 
drafted or submitted any separate proposal for village gateways, clearer signage, or 
dragon’s-teeth markings. At this stage, I have only explored these potential measures 
in early, informal discussions with Cornwall Council Highways and our CAP Officer. 
This was simply to understand what might be viable should the Parish Council wish 
me to take anything forward. 

My intention throughout has been to act in the best interests of Mawnan residents 
and to support the Parish Council’s wider aims. Nothing will progress without your 
formal agreement. These potential speed-reduction measures are designed to 
complement — not replace — the Parish Council’s school-crossing submission. 
Should wider speed-management interventions be funded first, they would still 
provide safety benefits around the school while also strengthening the evidence base 
for the Parish Council’s crossing proposal in future funding rounds. 

 

Potholes and Road Repair Update 

Cornwall has experienced its wettest January on record, alongside multiple named 
storms, creating unprecedented pressure on the road network. Highways teams are 
currently repairing over 340 potholes each day, with more than 4,500 defects 
reported across Cornwall (some being duplicates). Because road surfaces remain 
saturated, many repairs must be temporary until conditions improve; permanent, 
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long-lasting repairs will resume once surfaces dry and the current backlog is cleared, 
which is expected by around May. 

Crews are working around the clock, additional inspectors have been deployed, and 
further resources are being reallocated to speed up recovery. Residents are 
encouraged to continue reporting potholes via the Council’s online system so that 
defects are logged and prioritised. 

Highways officers have confirmed that the scale of damage is being worsened by 
exceptional rainfall and waterlogged ground, which makes permanent repairs 
impossible in many locations. Cormac had already begun shifting towards more 
durable, proactive repair methods, but the recent weather has temporarily forced a 
return to reactive patching. Teams aim to return to proactive resurfacing by late 
spring, and are reviewing communication improvements — such as marking 
temporary pothole fixes clearly — to help residents understand what work has been 
completed and what remains outstanding. 

For Mawnan specifically, this means: 

 Temporary patching may re-fail faster due to saturated ground. 
 Permanent resurfacing will only be possible once the roads stabilise, likely late 

spring. 
 Response times may be slower because Highways crews are prioritising 

dangerous defects and tree-related blockages. 
 Reporting defects remains essential, as Highways can only act on potholes 

logged through the online system. 

These challenges highlight why Mawnan’s rural network is taking longer to restore 
and why residents may continue to see temporary fixes until the county-wide 
backlog is cleared and weather conditions improve. 

 

Closing Acknowledgements 

Before closing, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Shiona Biggin for her 
thoughtful letter acknowledging the Community Chest contribution towards the 
Morning Park Nature Garden Crowdfunder. It was a pleasure to support such a 
positive community project, and her appreciation meant a great deal. 

I would also like to thank Niall Murphy, Trustee of the Mawnan Smith Great War 
Memorial Hall, for his kind update and letter of thanks regarding their Community 
Chest grant application. His message outlining the challenges they overcame and the 
progress they have now made was both encouraging and greatly appreciated. 
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Receiving these acknowledgements is genuinely heartening, and I am grateful to be 
able to support initiatives that strengthen our communities across Mabe, Mawnan 
and Constantine. 

I will continue to report, follow up, and take prompt action on any issues raised 
within my division, ensuring that residents across Mabe, Mawnan and 
Constantine receive timely support and clear communication. 

My warmest regards, 

Submitted by: 
Anna Thomason-Kenyon 
County Councillor for Mabe, Mawnan & Constantine 
Cllr.Anna.Thomason-Kenyon@cornwall.gov.uk 
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Action Notes 

Meeting Falmouth and Penryn Community Area Partnership (CAP)  
Date and time 13 January 2026 (6.30-8.45pm) 
Location Microsoft Teams 
Attendance and apologies See attendance list attached 

 
Item Notes 
1. Introduction and Welcome 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
All present at the meeting and online introduced themselves. 

2. Declaration Of Interests 
No interests were declared. 

3. Public Participation  
There was no public participation.  

4. Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust 
Neighbourhood Health and the NHS 10 year plan 
Derek Thomas, Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust provided a presentation and 
update on the Neighbourhood Health and NHS 10 Year Plan. The Presentation can be 
viewed here: NHS Neighbourhood Health Presentation 
 
Questions/Answers/Comments: 
Q. Are all GP Practices using Brave AI? 
A. Yes, but for people to be part of our Integrated Neighbourhood Team Transformation 
Programme and bid for funding they have to have signed up to Brave AI. Falmouth and 
Penryn are using it already and it is being used as a Primary Care Network (PCN) so GP 
Practices will be able to use it. 
 
Q. Does Brave AI scan the whole of a person’s profile? 
A. The Commissioning Support Unit undertake the data profiling, and it can be asked 
different questions. Every PCN can ask it a different set of questions and our focus at 
present is on frailty and the older population. Currently looking at how to protect and 
work with people deemed as frail and over 65 and not in crisis, from becoming in crisis.  
 
Q. Regarding Ageing Well, I understand it’s a needs assessment orientated model. Who 
decides the needs and how, and how is this linked to Brave AI? 
A. The Multi Agency Teams review with people what their needs are and where and how 
they would wish to receive their care and this should be guided by individuals and their 
loved ones. The Dracaena Centre deliver early help support in an integrated multi agency 
way.  
 
Comment: In relation to Preferred Place of Death (PPOD) this can be quite a fearsome 
task for individuals and loved ones to face up to. Empowering people to make these 
choices can provide a spiritual comfort to them, as well as the bereaved. I would 
encourage everyone to face up to this. 
 
Q. I am missing the preventative approach. There seems to be no preventative 
treatment, medication or dental care? With age, dental care becomes so important as it 
can lead to a poor diet and gastric issues. 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/neyey1bw/nhs-neighbourhood-health-presentation.pdf
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A. We have received feedback from other teams that there is not enough focus on 
mental health and younger people as well. Ideally, we would want to ensure we cover 
everything including dental and preventative agendas. In regard to the preventative 
agenda, totally agree we need to be doing more in that space, but this is a starting point. 
We are doing some work around metabolic health focusing on diabetes in particular and 
how to support people to move out of diabetes into a healthy space. Working with 
colleagues in Active Cornwall to support people to ‘get moving’ and working with local 
voluntary organisations with a similar ethos. Dental care is really challenging as 
commissioning for the Neighbourhood Teams is separate.  
 
Falmouth Community Hospital 
Tamsyn Anderson, Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust provided feedback 
regarding Falmouth Hospital to CAP Members.  
 
Continue to have a provisional date sometime in May when the hospital may have 
heating works underway. 
We are part of the model of care that sits alongside the reform programmes that Derek 
touched on, around what is the support offer for people in their own homes, end of life 
support and death plan which are all so important for people and families. 
The recent storm has been a huge challenge and has tested our plan this last week. It has 
put our services through their paces with some responding well and others needing work 
to improve. Looking how to best support vulnerable people when they lose their utilities 
(electricity/gas/water) and have no heating and water etc. This has been a huge learning 
curve and has highlighted the gaps that need to be addressed. 
 
Questions/Answers/Comments:  
Q. One of the big problems of getting a person back into their home, or keeping them 
there when there is no family to provide support, inadequate housing etc. How will this 
be overcome? 
A. There has been an increase in people in the Falmouth area being cared for in their 
own home with a number of reablement services involved with the focus on keeping 
people as independent as possible. The reablement services support people home from 
hospital as soon as possible and re able them. 

 
The Hospital at Home slide refers to county wide occupancy but is going up across the 
board as there is a rise in the Hospital to Home Service. 
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Q. ER explained that each CAP area has an action plan to help deliver priorities of which 
one is Health & Wellbeing. What do you feel could go into the action plan that Town & 
Parish Councils and other organisations that attend the CAP could help support with the 
aims and ambitions that you have? 
A. The Comms Team undertake lots of community engagement events to identify what 
people are telling us and want and would like to see these included in the CAP action 
plans in terms of supporting, attending and promoting these.  
We are really keen to hear from a broader range of people, especially younger people. 
Education is key and helping people understand where they can get the treatment, they 
need closest to home as people don’t always need to see a GP.   
The more we can share and communicate with you, the more the CAP can help get 
people involved and make a real difference to our communities.  
 
Comment: 99% of the village I live in lost power during the storm and a Community 
Centre opened up to offer food, drinks, a place to charge devices and showers etc. 
Community Hubs are so important and need to be supported, especially in case of an 
emergency. 
Community Emergency Planning for local communities is high on the agenda at present 
following the storm. 
 
Mabe Parish Council has a robust Emergency Plan in place, and it was suggested this 
could be shared to highlight good practice and support other Parishes to develop a plan. 
 
A concern was raised regarding how people are identified as being vulnerable in their 
local community as it can very much depend on the situation. The Utility Companies 
have their Vulnerable/Priority Customer lists and people might be identified through a 
health/medical need but in an emergency such as the storm others might be in a 
vulnerable position too.  
Tamsyn Anderson responded and agreed that although companies and organisations 
have their lists, people still fall through the net. Brave AI will really support with 
segmentation and stratification and help identify who we think could be at risk.  

5. Updates from other local health services 
Siobhan Florence, Dracaena Centre provided an update on the Community Health & 
Wellbeing Workers Service (CHWWs) which is based at the Dracaena Centre. 
 
There is a lot of partnership work happening at the Dracaena Centre which makes it a 
well-known local community hub for a lot of local people. 
Through the PCN there is a Wellbeing Team onsite but in a separate building and this is 
funded by the NHS. They work with the 4 local GP Surgeries and take referrals. If a 
person is struggling with their mental health or wellbeing they can see/speak to their GP 
and ask for a referral straight to the Wellbeing Team. Patients attend through a referral 
and are then triaged and assigned to the relevant Health & Wellbeing Coach. It’s very 
much a holistic approach to help support a person with various issues that may be 
attributing to their poor mental health or wellbeing. They can also be signposted to 
other services that can provide support such as Housing, Drug & Alcohol Teams etc.  
 
The CHWWs is quite a new project going into its 3rd year in March. For information on 
this service please follow the link: Community Health and Wellbeing Workers - Volunteer 
Cornwall 

https://volunteercornwall.org.uk/how-we-help/in-the-community/chww
https://volunteercornwall.org.uk/how-we-help/in-the-community/chww


Falmouth and Penryn Community Area Partnership 

4 
 

Information Classification: PUBLIC Information Classification: PUBLIC Information Classification: PUBLIC Information Classification: PUBLIC 

Both projects are funded through the NHS with the Wellbeing Team through the PCN. 
The project has clearly demonstrated the need for the service and the funding for this is 
looking sustainable.  
The CHWW project is also funded by the NHS, but the funding comes to Volunteer 
Cornwall who then divide it out to the various Community Hubs who directly employ the 
workers.  
 
Zoe Woods, CC Family Hub Area Coordinator provided an introduction to the Family Hub 
at The Park and The Lighthouse on Old Hill. 
The Park will be moving to the old Grammar School, Tregenver Road, Falmouth in mid-
February.  The Hubs work very closely with the Dracaena Centre and Healthy Cornwall. 
The Family Help Team will signpost to relevant services. Maternity services are gradually 
integrating into the hubs, and the Health Visitors are based there too, and this supports 
people to start building networks in their local community.   

6. CAP Action Plan & Sub-groups update 
Esther Richmond provided feedback to the CAP from the Transport and Connectivity sub-
group and Community Highways Improvement Programme. 
There was a meeting yesterday of the CAP Transport and Connectivity sub-group with 
constructive conversations. A representative from University of Exeter attended and 
talked about their sustainability travel plans and the monitoring work they have been 
undertaking looking at how people travel, the mode of transport used and the distance 
travelled. It is hoped to have updated active travel information available for students and 
other people moving to have an awareness of what public services are available so there 
is not a reliance on cars.  
Active travel was one area discussed creating a wish list of potential projects needed for 
transport and connectivity within the CAP area should there be any funding 
opportunities available.  
Discussed the Beryl Bikes and the frequency of use - Cllr Evans is currently linking in with 
the scheme in terms of the journeys travelled etc. 
Also talked about improving connectivity and public rights of way as well as local 
planning developments needing to take connectivity in consideration. 
Reliance of EV Charging Points – can the National Grid accommodate additional need. 
 
Community Highways Improvement Programme (CHIP) – a sum of money allocated to 
this CAP area over a 3-year period and each of the Town & Parishes and Cornwall 
Councillors have been asked to make one submission in what improvements they would 
like to see. To date 6 submissions have been received.  

7. Smartphone Free Schools 
Emily Hudson, Regional Leader for Smartphone Free Childhood in Cornwall and Isles of 
Scilly provided a presentation on Smartphone Free Schools which can be viewed here: 
Smartphone Free Schools Presentation  
 
PC Paul Stevenson, Youth Police Officer for the Falmouth & Penryn area spoke about the 
importance of the project and how everybody has a duty to safeguard young people. He 
explained that he is involved in issues on a daily basis of bullying and abuse that takes 
place online using a smartphone. PC Stevenson delivers internet safety and internet law 
to schools right across the age groups and the content young people are saying they are 
viewing is horrendous and of great concern. This conversation needs to be promoted to 
all schools to try and promote change to protect young people. 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/l52befng/smartphone-free-schools-presentation.pdf
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Rosie, a Cornwall Council Youth Council Representative provided the view of the Youth 
Council’s on the initiative. 
The Youth Council had a debate on this issue at a recent Youth Council Meeting: 

• Last year at Redruth School there was a lock down due to a student being 
threatened. The students at the time didn’t know what was happening and if they 
were in danger and were using their smartphones to message family members 
sending what they thought could perhaps be their last message. This enabled 
them to keep family updated as the incident progressed.  

• Concerns were raised that banning smartphones wouldn’t necessarily stop 
bullying and that it could then turn more physical. Some of the Youth Council 
members had either seen or been subject to the fights themselves.  

• Teachers can have phones, and this isn’t setting a good example.  
• Safety concerns – getting to and from school and managing public transport or 

walk home without a smartphone could be dangerous or challenging. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the use of smartphones in school. 
 
Eveleen Riordan, CC Service Director, Education and Community Health clarified that 
schools do have some autonomy in this, and each Head Teacher and Governing Body 
sets its own policy. While other professionals or voluntary organisations may be able to 
advise schools, the decision is down to each school individually. All schools in Cornwall 
operate some form of mobile free approach during school hours but there are different 
models within this. From a statutory perspective there isn’t a mandated national ban at 
present but there is a strong political rhetoric and guidance that encourages restrictions 
on mobile/smartphone use among children and young people. We should also be 
listening to the voices of young people and their view. Children of today have grown up 
in a world of digital technology and mobile/smartphones and don’t know any different.  
 
Cllr Jackie Walkden, Falmouth Town Councillor and Dean Evans, CC Penryn agreed to ask 
both Town Councils if they would agree to a meeting with the Falmouth and Penryn 
Head Teachers asking them to consider their school becoming smartphone free. 

10.  Date of Next Meeting 
24th March 2026  
Focus on: 

• Young People Priority 
• Falmouth & Penryn CAP Strategy 
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Falmouth & Penryn Community Area Partnership - Attendance List1 
 

Representatives 
Cornwall Councillor Electoral Division Record of Attendance 
Cllr Anna Thomason-Kenyon CC Constantine, Mabe and Mawnan Present 
Cllr Alan Rowe Falmouth Penwerris Absent 
Cllr David Saunby CC Falmouth Trescobeas & Budock  Apologies 
Cllr Laurie Magowan CC Falmouth Arwenack  Absent 
Cllr Debra Clegg CC Falmouth Boslowick  Apologies 
Cllr Ruth Gripper CC Mylor, Perranarworthal and Ponsanooth  Present 
Cllr Dean Evans CC Penryn  Present 
Town & Parish Councillor Parish / Town Council (NR = Named representative)  
John Bastin Budock Parish Council (NR) Present 
Phil Burnett Budock Parish Council Present 
Jon Stowell Falmouth Town Council (NR) Absent 
Jackie Walkden Falmouth Town Council Present 
Rachel Killick Mylor Parish Council (NR) Absent 
Barbara Hewett-Silk Mabe Parish Council (NR) Absent 
Bea Galke Mabe Parish Council Present 
Paul Simmons Mabe Parish Council Present 
Manice Stabbins Mawnan Parish Council (NR) Present 
Ashley Bridges Perranarworthal Parish Council (NR) Absent 
Darren Willcocks Ponsanooth Parish Council (NR) Apologies 
Sinead Hanks Penryn Town Council (NR) Apologies  
Chris Painter Constantine Parish Council (NR) Present 
Representatives from other Organisations/Members of the Public 
Stuart Douglas Perranwell Community Speedwatch Apologies 
Anna Brown Falmouth University Absent 
Catriona Taylor  University of Exeter Absent 
David Ronchetti Walking and Cycling Group Absent 
Kate Springfield Dracaena Centre Absent 
Siobhan Florence Dracaena Centre Present 
Matthew Thomson Pendennis Leisure Absent 
Inspector Rick Milburn Devon & Cornwall Police  Absent 
PC Paul Stevenson Devon & Cornwall Police Present 
Kirstie Edwards Voluntary Sector Forum  Absent 
Derek Thomas Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust Present 
Tamsyn Anderson Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust Present 
Emma Hart Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust Present 
Rosie Youth Council Apologies 
Emily Hudson Smartphone Free Childhood Present 
Claire Lewis Smartphone Free Childhood Present 
Cornwall Council Officers 
Esther Richmond Community Link Officer Present 
Nikki Drewett Community Support Assistant Present 
Eveleen Riordan Service Director, Education and Community Health Present 
Marie Kerr Chief People Officer Apologies 
Katie Ruddock Children’s Rights Participation Worker Present 
Zoe Woods Area Family Hub Coordinator Present 
 

 
1 Attendance record based on register signed by representatives at the meeting or apologies sent.  
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