




   THE MAWNAN ANVIL TRUST 
 

REPORT TO PARISH COUNCIL MAY 2025 
 

Introduction 
 
For the benefit of recently appointed Parish Councillors, a quick introduction.  
 
The Old Smithy is a central part of the history of Mawnan Smith. 
 
This, the last of four working smithies in the parish, fell into disuse in 1994, following the 
death of blacksmith Dryden James. 
 
In 2000, a small group of locals had the idea of marking the New Millennium by 
renovating and re-opening the Old Smithy.  The Mawnan Anvil Trust was subsequently 
formed with the objective of purchasing the site and overseeing the restoration of the 
building to its former glory.  After five years of fund-raising, site clearing and building, 
the smithy (a Grade 11 listed building) was once again, a working forge. 
 
The project went wider than just restoring the Smithy.  
Three adjacent work units were also created, forming the small complex known as  
‘The Old Smithy Workshops’. 
 
 
2024 /5  HIGHLIGHTS 
 
The Craft Workers 
 
Craft workers move on from time to time, with a temporarily empty Workshop 
depriving us of income, but the Trust is happy to report that all four Workshops were 
fully occupied by stable tenants, two of whom have been with us for over ten years. 
 
Workshop  1 – Jim Head, wood sculptor 
 
Workshop  2 – Abigail Brown, silversmith 
 
Workshop 3 – Sheila McCann-Downes, sign-writer 
 
The Smithy – Jeremy Cash, blacksmith 
 
 
 
Cont…/ 



 
Maintenance and Improvements 
 
A considerable number of tasks were undertaken in 2023 / 4 as outlined in last year’s 
Report. Thankfully, there has not been so much to maintain or replace since then. 
 
During the last 12 months, the Trust has: 

- re-painted  external walls and re-stained wooden cladding 
- replaced  ancient TV monitor and faulty media player 
- undertaken minor running repairs to roof slates (storm damage) 
- repaired a faulty  electrical motor switch in the smithy  
- replaced  ageing water heaters in  three Workshops (one had failed) 
- generally kept the complex in good order.  

 
Cost of above works: £2,608 
The Trustees carry out as much ongoing maintenance work as possible themselves, but 
engage specialist services e.g. qualified electricians when necessary. 
 
Works due - other than occasional weeding, the block-paved Courtyard has not received 
attention since it was laid in 2007. Some blocks now require re-setting to prevent trip 
hazards, the overall surface cleaned and drains cleared and flushed.   
The Trust is currently obtaining estimates for the work.  
 
Parish Council Grant 
 
The Trust was very grateful for the last Grant of £6k received in January 2022, which 
covered the considerable expense of replacing the rusting and leaking Roof Lights on 
three Workshops and the Toilets. The Trust has not applied for any grant since then.  
The MAT would now be similarly grateful for grant assistance with the refurbishment of 
the Courtyard. 
 
Fundraising 
 
In April this year, the Trust held its usual annual ‘Penwarne Garden Open Day’ event, 
which was very successful. Money raised will go some way towards the cost of our 
single largest recurring annual expenditure i.e.  Buildings Insurance, which is due for 
renewal in September. Current year’s premium is £1,891.  
 
 
In conclusion, the last year has been satisfactory with no unexpected events or costs. 
We hope that this continues in the future. 
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Mawnan Garden Club was relaunched in September 2019.  Despite being uncertain as to how 
many people would be interested, by the end of the first month we had 55 members and by 
February 2020 we had over 70 members. 
However the dreaded Covid struck. All we had planned was either cancelled,  modified by 
limited numbers, and implementing Zoom meetings. We paused membership in the 2020/21 
year due to the cap of only 38 members being allowed in the village hall. 
We couldn't start meeting again without any restrictions until September 2022 when we held our 
first AGM. 
Despite the shaky start, members have continued to support us and we currently have 62 
members in the club. 
 
The ethos of the club is to be a relaxed, friendly group for everyone who enjoys gardens. 
Membership year runs from September to August and costs £12 per year. 
  
During the Autumn/Winter months we hold 5 meetings in Mawnan Memorial Hall where we have 
Speakers and talks.  We also swap seeds and magazines. Visitors are welcome to these talks 
at a cost of £3 a visit. 
During the Spring/Summer we have subsidised Garden visits with guided tours and teas for 
members only.  
In May, the club holds the Annual Plant Sale in the village. This is open to the public and is the 
main fundraising event for the club.  
In addition we have a complimentary cream tea for members in August held in one of our 
members gardens. 
 
 
 
Mawnan Garden Club. 
Stephanie Leigh  
Membership Secretary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mawnan Methodists Annual Report  
For Mawnan Parish Council May 20th 2025 
 
Mawnan Methodists have continued to have a presence in our village since the sale of 
our Chapel over two years ago. 
We have become “Class of Falmouth Methodist Church” which enables us to worship 
with them every 2nd and 4th Sunday in the KCM Hall at 10.30am. 
This works well, as we rent, at a very reasonable amount, St Michael’s Church here in 
the village on the alternate Sundays sharing a United service together on any fifth 
Sunday,so for any of our congregation that can’t travel it’s good to be still able to attend 
a Methodist Service. 
We have regular united services,such as Harvest, Mothering Sunday and Nativities with 
our Anglian friends which are always well attended. 
We hope that the conversion of Mawnan Chapel will soon go ahead as like many 
parishioners we are sorry to see it as it is now. 
There is always a warm welcome to anyone wishing to attend our services in either 
Falmouth or Mawnan. 
Margaret Lugg( Steward at Falmouth and Mawnan Methodist Church )  



Annual Report From Friends Of Abbeyfield  
May 20th 2025  
 

We are pleased to report Scott House is full and all the residents are grateful for the last 
annual grant from this Parish Council  
As Friends of Abbeyfield Society we try to provide a varied programme of outings, social 
gatherings and participating in village activities as much as possible for the residents. 
This past year ,they have had several visits outside the village,we often help with their 
transport costs, one popular one being the Sunday summer band concerts at the 
Falmouth Pavilions, a boat trip from Budock Vean followed by a cream tea plus the 
annual visit to the Pantomine here in Mawnan. 
We organise a monthly bingo session open to the villagers as are the coffee mornings, 
our latest one celebrating VE Day which resulted in a donation as well to The British 
Legion  
Mawnan WI provide each month an afternoon tea which Trebah Gardens host which our 
residents really enjoy. 
We provide transport and accompany them to Penryn College Christmas concert which 
they look forward to. 
Our residents take a keen interest in village affairs and are interested in the 
development in the Junior Playing. Field.  
Like wise they are concerned that there isn’t a safe crossing outside the school and their 
exit on to the busy main road and hope the speed awareness camera will soon be in 
place. 
 
We are so fortunate they have such a dedicated and caring staff who provide an 
excellent lunch and tea everyday using local products whenever possible. 
Thanking you once again for the support you give to Scott House  
 
Margaret Lugg ( Member of Friends of Abbeyfield Society )  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAWNAN FOOTBALL CLUB REPORT FOR MAWNAN PARISH COUNCIL AGM 
 
 
MAWNAN Football has again enjoyed a relatively successful season, but has suffered quite badly 
through injury problems that has beset the club since September. 
 
However, through astute player management it overcame most of the problems not least of which 
was having to use at least five different goalkeepers for the first team alone. 
 
The 1st XI did remarkably well to finish as runners-up in their league, but have again been denied 
promotion to the St Piran’s Football League through issues that have already been documented. 
 
After a struggle at the start of the season when the manager had to stand down for personal 
reasons, the club’s 2nd XI acquitted themselves well under the new manager and finished in a 
respectable top half position. 
 
Mawnan Football Club continues to look to the future and is hopeful that moves to take the club 
forward will succeed and so enable it to offer a wider scope of additional teams such as youth and 
ladies football. 
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Mawnan Community Association 
 

 

Annual Report May 2025 
 
The Clerk 
Mawnan Parish Council 
 
The MCA Building continues to be well used by a number of regular users such as 
Beavers, Table Tennis, Yoga, Puppy Training, Football & Cricket Clubs and band 
practices, during evenings and weekends. 
 
There is still scope during the day and limited evening slots so we would appreciate 
any recommendations to help offset the running costs of the facility. 
 
It has been a busy Year for upgrades and refurbishment. 
 
Just over £50,000 has been spent on upgrading the Changing Rooms and Kitchen and 
we have also improved the access to the main hall and converted one of the WC’s to 
an accessible WC. 
 
There are further plans to replace the floor finish within the hall and carry out much 
needed external decorations to the hall and pavilion. 
 
One key Project to undertake is the replacement of the external store which is in a 
very poor state of repair.  We have been discussing options with the football and 
cricket club about combining the store and container space into a single extension as 
per the approved planning consent. 
 
Planning permission was granted for a new Store as part of the previous MUGA 
application and remains live until 7th December 2026.  There will be an element of 
volunteer work offered to help construct but it will require grants to pay for materials 
and specialist trade contractor work. 
 
On behalf of the 9 willing committee members we thank the Parish Council for its 
continued support and hope that we can improve the facility even further in the 
coming months to attract even more users from the local community. 
 
Kevin Bate 
Chairman        



Trebah Tennis Club Annual Report 2025 

 

Trebah Tennis Club is a small, friendly club now based at the Budock Vean Hotel. The Club 
was founded forty years ago when a private court on the Trebah estate was opened to local 
members. The club had to find a new home in 2018 and we’ve been welcomed at the 
Budock Vean Hotel, where we have priority booking on one of the hotel’s two courts with 
the opportunity to play on the second if not booked by hotel guests.  

 

We are still a relatively small club with a membership limited by having just one court. We 
offer weekly club sessions which are a good starting point for new members and a couple 
of social tennis events during the year.  

 

At present we have a waiting list for new adult members, but we do have capacity to 
welcome junior players.   If you are interested in joining, please contact our membership 
secretary by email: trebahtennis@aol.com. 

 

 

mailto:trebahtennis@aol.com






Mawnan Bowling Club Annual Report 2025 

 

The Bowling Club continues to do well and has recruited a few new members this year. 
The men’s league team plays twice a week and the mixed team plays on a Friday every 
week. 

The women’s team have been able to enter a couple of county competitions. 

We are also training the kids from the school; we have a whole class that comes down 
and they entered the county competition and they did very well- the two teams that 
were entered  came second and third in group 4 (this area of Cornwall) and it’s lovely to 
see the youngsters play. 

We are doing a lot better than we were a few years ago and got 4 members of the club 
here tonight to cheer us on!  
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